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Neanderthal astronomy

Neanderthals flourished in Europe and the near east for a million generations, so can they have left
only a few bones behind? About 100,000 years ago, in a cave in what is now Tata in Hungary, they
also left a nummulite – a fossilized shellfish from the sea. One crack runs across the middle of its
shell, and a second has been added by hand, so it looks like a hot-cross bun, but what do the buns
mean? Do they come from the Easter bunny?

The pagans worshiped the goddess Eostre (after whom
Easter  was  named)  by  serving  tiny  cakes,  often
decorated with a cross, at their annual spring festival.
When  archaeologists  excavated  the  ancient  city  of
Herculaneum in  southwestern  Italy,  which  had  been
buried under volcanic ash and lava since 79 CE, they
found two small loaves, each with a cross on it, among
the ruins. The English word bun probably came from
the Greek boun, which referred to a ceremonial cake of
circular  or  crescent  shape,  made of  flour  and honey
and offered to the gods.1

Easter marks the beginning of spring, which is one of four seasons, so may the nummulite stand for
the  zodiac,  and  the  arms  of  its  cross  for  the  seasons?  An explanation  may have  to  cover  the
following facts:

1 Thompson, S.E. Holiday symbols and customs. Detroit, Omnigraphics, 3rd edition, 3003, p. 233
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1. The cross is an old symbol.
2. The shell has the shape of a pan.
3. Nummulites lived in the sea.
4. They grew in the shape of spirals.

1. The zodiac firstly had an axis leading from the sun’s
position at  the spring equinox to its position at  the fall
equinox, since growth begins in spring. Along it, planets
were assigned to signs in their sequence from the hub to
the rim of the system, from the earth to Saturn. Once it
was realized that planets move round the sun, not earth, a
new axis was added, leading from the sun’s position at the
start of the summer solstice, to its position at the start of
the winter solstice, so the two axes formed a cross.

2. The whole system of planets was known to be like a pan or pancake, since the planets all moved
through the stars on the same narrow path.

3. Most of the earth is mantled in water, so the earth was symbolized by the sea, as in the gospels by
Mary (Latin, mar/sea), who was traditionally shown in a blue mantle.

4. Once planets are known to orbit the sun, not earth, their relative
distances can be worked out: If a person moves a little to the left, the
trunk of a tree in front of him seems to move a lot to the right across
the horizon. The nearer the tree is, the more it will seem to move,
and the same is true of planets. Planets are then found at repeatedly
doubled  distances  from  the  sun  -  Mercury,  Venus,  Mars,  Ceres,
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus – as if they had evolved from a spiral nebula.

In other words all key features of the nummulite can be explained in
terms  of  cosmology:  At  first  planets  were  first  thought  to  have
erupted  from  the  earth,  then  from  the  sun,  and  finally  to  have
evolved from a spiral nebula through division and subdivision. The
alternatives were the mother (Mother Earth), the son (Sun) and the
holy spirit  (the whole spiral).  In effect there were two alternative
clods  and  models  of  the  system  but  only  one  nebula,  so  three
versions of genesis in all. These are shown by a pre-Columbian head
found near the Gulf of Mexico, for the head has two miens but only
three eyes, not four.

According to historians of science, no one before Copernicus (1473-1543) seriously thought that
planets orbit the sun, but if so, why is the series of weekdays what it is? The tallying planets can be
identified from the words in English and Italian:
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English Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturnday

Italian domenica lunedí martedí mercoledí giovedí venerdí sabato

Planet Sun Moon Mars Mercury Jupiter Venus Saturn

In the earth-centered model of the system, there are only 5 planets in the following order:

Moon, Sun, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn

In this model the inner planets Mercury and Venus are merely satellites of the sun, but if they are
added to the start of the series, the series becomes -

Moon, Mercury, Venus, Sun, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn

 - which tallies with weekdays, beginning with Monday then followed by every second day:

English Monday Wednesday Friday Sunday Tuesday Thursday Saturday

Italian lunedì mercoledì venerdì domenica martedì giovedì sabato

Planet Moon Mercury Venus Sun Mars Jupiter Saturn

But if weekdays were named after planets, to let everyone know the series, why was the series
scrambled, and why were Mercury and Venus added? This seems to have been done for the sake of
beginning the week with Sunday and including all genuine planets. This could hardly have been
done without agreement, so if the new model was widely accepted, why was the old one kept?

Cosmology had political implications, since the system of planets had evolved successfully so was
taken as a blueprint for human society. Two models of the system offered two blueprints for society
or for two rival factions, so what were the factions?

Neanderthal society
Being at the top of the food chain, neanderthals merely had
to  live  within  their  means  by  limiting  their  rate  of
reproduction.  This  could  be  done  by letting  fewer  girls
survive  than  boys  then  by  practicing  polyandry  –  the
marriage of one woman to two or more men - since the
rate of reproduction depends on the number of women, not
of men. But letting children die is unpleasant, so favoring
homosexuality by offering homosexuals lighter work and
time for study was a viable alternative. Hence the Navajo
revered  the  nadle,  who  were  hermaphrodite  or
homosexual. Here are two of them looking as cultured and
urbane as Bloomsbury intellectuals.

Society then had two influential factions - women as a coveted rarity, especially the younger and
prettier, and homosexuals, especially the older and cannier. Women favored Mother Earth as the
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creator, and homosexuals the Holy Spirit as such. They were linked symbolically by the arc of the
covenant, a rainbow leading from east to west, from spring to fall.

Here  they  are  shown  by  Sandro  Botticelli  (c.  1482).  The
woman is standing in front of water and the centaur in front of
rock,  but  polarization  is  otherwise  avoided.  The  woman’s
halberd is in the form of a cross whose blade stands for the axis
leading from the earth to the outermost planet, so its curved end
stands for the holy spirit. This is also symbolized by the arc of a
centaur’s bow, but the bow in the picture is wavy so also stands
for  the  sea  and  earth.  Milk  might  spurt  from  the  woman’s
breasts and congeal into planets, but tendrils are spiraling round
them like nebulae. Either way, the two nipples must stand for
the earth and sun. The centaur has reason to be wary of the
young woman, since she is not equal to him in knowledge but
in  power  so  has  to  be  kept  tactfully  under  control.  This
symbolism was not invented by Botticelli but reaches back into
prehistory,  as  shown  by  the  Venus  of  Willendorf  (28,000-
25,000 BC).

The earth and sun are symbolized
by the breasts, so the holy spirit is
symbolized by the 5 loops of hair
as planets’ orbits. The series of 5
planets  was  ‘Moon,  Sun,  Mars,
Jupiter,  Saturn’,  so  the  system
could be signified by the moon or
Mars,  the  former  being  in  the
middle of the system and the latter
in the middle of the series.

Since the main factions in neanderthal society were made up of young women and elderly men, the
society as a whole could be symbolized by an old woman, such as the Venus of Willendorf or
Shakespeare’s ‘blew-eyed hag’, brought pregnant to an island by a group of sailors.

The disc of the covenant
The nummulite can now be compared with a disc of burnt clay from the Minoan palace of Phaistos
on Crete. Below are the two sides.
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The writing is  not fully understood, but one side seems to be a hymn to the ‘pregnant mother
goddess’ and the other side a hymn to the ‘Minoan goddess Astarte’.2 In effect the words praise
mothers and women, who liked to believe that planets evolved from Mother Earth through volcanic
eruption, and the spiral stands for the version of genesis out of a spiral nebula. In effect the disc
stands for the social agreement between mothers and monks, the material and the spiritual.

The Tătăria tablets
Even  more  like  the  nummulite  is  one  of  three  tablets
unearthed  in  1961  by  an  archaeological  team  in  the
village  of  Tătăria  in  Romania.  Their  authenticity  has
been doubted, since they have been dated back to about
5500 BC and the signs are like some in Sumeria about
2500 years later, but the  likeness to the nummulite could
hardly be due to chance, so either the nummulite must
have been found before the tablets, or the likeness be due
to a shared tradition. The earliest mention of the nummulite seems to have been by Vértes in 1964,3

three years after the tablets were unearthed. But was limiting the rate of reproduction for the sake of
peace and stability specifically neanderthal or even older?

Natural & social selection
This  may  be  checked  by  noting  the  changes  in  brain  size  over  time,  since  societies  limiting
reproduction had no need to be continually in search of food. They had leisure to use their brains, so
the more useful thought became. This increased the natural selection of the brainier, so when did the
size of brains more swiftly increase?

Across nearly seven million years, the human brain has tripled in size, with most of this
growth occurring in the past two million years.4

Neanderthals did not branch off from modern humans till about 800,000 years ago, so selection of
the brainier  had begun much earlier.  Nonetheless  neanderthals  and their  kin  in  particular  were
recalled in the west as Snow-white and the seven dwarfs and in the east as Draupadi and her five
husbands, the pandavas, so polyandry was associated with them.

The correlation between social stability and the natural selection of the brainier is also reflected by
changes since the end of neanderthal supremacy. Since then the average size of the human brain has
declined, for in warfare ringleaders are killed and the less able survive. This tallies with a change of
polyandry into monogamy (Christianity)  and this  into polygamy (Islam),  so Hieronymus Bosch
(1450-1516) showed the three phases in terms of the panels of a triptych known as The Garden of
Delights, and Germany acclaimed the third Reich.

2 Chrysopoulos, Ph. Archaeologist claims to have unlocked Phaistos disc mystery. Greek Reporter, 16 Dec 2015
3 Vértes, L. Tata: Eine mittelpaläolithische Travertin Siedlung in Ungarn. Budapest, Akadémiai Kiaidó, 1964
4 Hawks, J. How has the human brain evolved? Scientific American, April 2015
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The zodiac
Since the zodiac was a key neanderthal symbol,
what does its name imply? A zodiac is a zeedijk
or sea-dyke. A dyke is mostly a vertical strip of
igneous  rock,  which  has  flowed  into  a  cleft
between  blocks  of  sedentary  rock,  but  ring
dykes are discs of igneous rock in the craters of
extinct  volcanoes,  as  shown  on  the  right  in
Planesberg in South Africa, so a sea-dyke is the
submarine crater of an extinct volcano. Being in
the sea, it stands symbolically for the earth, and
being  a  disc,  it  stands  for  the  whole  set  of
planets.

Since early man was fascinated by cosmology, his myths and legends should often allude to the
zodiac. This is certainly true of the gospels. The four cardinal signs, entered by the sun at the start
of each season, were Leo, Aquarius, Aquila and Taurus, and Luqas (Leo, Aquila, Aquarius, Taurus)
begins  his  version  of  the  gospel  by turning  as  a  medical  astrologer  to  his  colleague  Teovilus
(Taurus, Leo, Aquila, Aquarius), to present him with an instructive case study.

Folk tales
Not only symbols but also folk tales are a guide to the past, as shown for instance by a tale from the
Seneca, a tribe living south of Lake Ontario in North America.

There was once a boy who had no home. His parents were dead and his uncles would
not care for him. In order to live, this boy, whose name was Gaqka or Crow, made a
bower of branches for an abiding place and hunted birds and squirrels for food.

He had almost no clothing but was very ragged and dirty. When the people from the
villages saw him, they called him Filth-Covered-One and laughed as they passed by,
holding their noses. No one thought he would ever amount to anything, which made
him feel heavy-hearted, He resolved to go away from his tormentors and become a great
hunter.

One night Gaqka found a canoe. He had never seen this canoe before, so he took it.
Stepping in he grasped the paddle, when the canoe immediately shot into the air, and he
paddled  above  the  clouds  and  under  the  moon.  For  a  long  time  he  always  went
southward. Finally the canoe dropped into a river and then Gaqka paddled for shore.

On the other side of the river was a great cliff that had a face that looked like a man. It
was at the forks of the river where this cliff stood. The boy resolved to make his home
on the top of the cliff and so climbed it and built a bark cabin.

The first night he sat on the edge of the cliff, he heard a voice saying, ‘Give me some
tobacco.’ Looking around, the boy seeing no one replied, ‘Why should I give tobacco?’
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There was no answer and the boy began to fix his arrows for the next day’s hunt. After
awhile the voice spoke again, ‘Give me some tobacco.’

Gaqka now took out some tobacco and threw it over the cliff. The voice spoke again,
‘Now I will tell you a story.’

Feeling greatly awed, the boy listened to a story that seemed to come directly out of the
rock upon which he was sitting …

Gaqka later marries a girl, who turns out to have sent the flying canoe to fetch him. After he has
heard and memorized many tales from the rock face, she urges him to take her to his home in the
north, and they set out in the flying canoe. While he is paddling, she sings many songs till he had
learnt them all by heart, then back home in his village he passes the tales on to his own people.

Everybody thought Gaqka a great man and listened to his stories. He was the first man
to find out all about the adventures of the old-time people. That is why there are so
many legends now.5

Like neanderthals the old-time people were addicted to nicotine:

One length of neanderthal DNA is now linked to increased risk of nicotine addiction ...6

Neanderthals lived in the wooded hills
of Europe and the near  east,  but  the
old-time people in this tale have come
from a place so far to the south that
the boy has to travel by air, so it must
have  been  South  America,  where
Amazonian  tribes  have  denisovan
DNA.

The rock face appears in northwestern
Australia as the mien of the wandjina
but also in Europe, as in a painting of
the  nativity  by  Giorgione  (1477/8-
1510),  as  if  Jesus  were  denisovan.
One face is  over  the entrance to the
cave and two others are further to the
left.

Language
Another guide to the past is language, as pointed out by the Quaker and physician Thomas Hodgkin
(1798-1866):

5 Parker, A.C.. Seneca myths and folk tales, Buffalo Historical Society, 1923
6 Radford, T. Neanderthal DNA may account for nicotine addiction and depression. The Guardian, 11 Feb 2016
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In  helping  to  found  the  Aborigines  Protection  Society,  he  argued  that  languages
constituted philological evidence of man's  origins and should therefore be preserved
where threatened; he had written a paper on the topic, and proposed a questionnaire, for
the Philological Society in 1835.

He may have been thinking along the lines of the botanist Carl Linnaeus (1707-1778), who tagged
plants with Latin names and in doing so chose similar names for similar plants – or for plants which
he believed similar. A person knowing the names but not the scheme could work out his beliefs for
himself, so in effect Linnaeus was using language as an oral encyclopedia and historical document.

Not only plants but also the whole of nature could be tagged
in the same way, and this indeed seems to have been done.
For instance in French the word for mother is  mère and the
word for sea is  mer, since Mother Earth was thought in her
younger days to have had a smooth complexion and thus, in
being level, to have been wholly underwater. In effect Mother
Earth was also Mother Sea – or Mami Wata, as she is called
in West Africa and the East Indies.

But  how  is  orange  peel  like  a  peal  of
bells?  Peel  coils  like  a  spiral  nebula,
which may have condensed into planets,
and due to  the earth’s spinning,  planets
rise like a series of bells or timers. In the
painting  below  by  Gentile  da  Fabriano
(c.1370-1427)  the  middle  angel  in  the
tree  on  the  right  has  a  wheel  like  the
zodiac with bells attached. These peal as
the wheel turns. The bishop on the left is
dressed  in  neanderthal  red  and  holds  a
crook topped by a spiral.

Since the magi were astrologers with an
interest  in  the  star  of  Bethlehem,  they
may  have  been  neanderthals  or
denisovans,  who  looked  more  like
monkeys  than  modern  humans,  so  is
there evidence that the magi were viewed
as monkeys?  Was Simeon,  who died at
the sight of Jesus, the last of the simians?
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The magi as monkeys
Neanderthals differed from modern humans in having skulls low at the front and high at the rear
and in having receding chins  and russet  fur.  Their  brains  were also bigger  than those  of  most
modern humans, so they were known as the wise monkeys.

Evidence of their having been viewed as monkeys
1. In English their followers are known as monks, and monk is akin to monkey.
2. In German their followers are known as pfaffen (priests), and pfaffen is akin to affen (apes).
3. In Latin their followers are known as the clerus (priests), and clerus is akin to clura (f. monkey).
4. As shown by Egyptian papyri, the priests’ role as arbitrators was earlier performed by monkeys.

The  likeness  of  neanderthals  to  monkeys  was  known  to
Matthias  Grünewald,  as  shown  in  his  Isenheim  Altarpiece
(1512-1516). Scenes on the left are taken from the era before
Christ  and  scenes  on  the  right  from afterwards.  Here  is  a
figure from a scene on the left, watching in consternation the
eruption of God from a volcano. The figure is as furry as a
monkey  and  supplying  the  basso  continuo  to  a  consort  of
angels. His flare as a musician or singer is hardly surprising,
since  the  French  word  for  monkey  is  singe.  Here  is  the
journey of the magi,  as shown by Giovanni  da Modena (c.
1412) in the Basilica di San Petronio in Bologna. A captive
monkey is  in  the  bottom left  near  a  pillar  standing for  the
whole spiral or holy spirit.
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The scene of the nativity itself is shown on an altarpiece (1423) by Gentile da Fabriano:

The stable is a neanderthal cave, but in the foreground a dog is muzzled and in the background two
monkeys are chained to a dromedary, as shown below. Times are changing but not for the better.
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The monkey on the right has a belt with 5 studs, alluding
to the earth-centered model of the system of planets and
the tallying social order of peace and plenty. Jesus himself
is shown as a modern human in spite of the cave, but was
this always the case?

The  scene  below  (c.  1434)  from  the  Sienese  painter
Stefano di Giovanni di Consolo, known as il Sassetta, is
said to show the journey of the magi:

This  scene,  by  the  leading  painter  of  fifteenth-
century Siena, shows the three magi journeying to
Bethlehem to worship Christ. It is a fragment from a
small altarpiece showing the Adoration of the Magi.
Originally, the star was shown above the tiled roof
of the stable.7

As regards stars, they are often seen above hills but never in front of hills, and the thing alluded to is
in front of one so must rather be a rock face. The riders are migrating like the white storks above
them on their way to Egypt and are led by a baby monkey.

7 The Journey of the Magi. www.metmuseum.org, 2016
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The baby is holy, as shown by the pans and pancakes, and is riding on a raft with two floats, as if
heading for the nearest harbor. He is guarded by a man with a pink hood in the shape of a Phrygian
cap, designed to fit a neanderthal head, low at the front and high at the rear, since Phrygia had been
settled by neanderthals. Jesus was not alone in traveling by sea, for Giovanni da Modena (c. 1410)
shows the magi doing the same. Indeed, according to Mateus:

And Jesus having been born in Beth-Lehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the king, lo,
mages from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is he who was born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star in the east, and we came to bow to him.8

The magi were from the east but not  traveling from the east, for otherwise they would have had
their backs to the star and failed to see it rising. They must rather have been Asians, who had sailed
round Africa then eastwards through the Mediterranean and docked in what had been Canaan, only
to leave by sea after their trading.

 

Evidence of their allegiance
1. The five waterbirds in the foreground allude to the five orbs in the earth-centered model of the
planetary system.
2. The pillar on the left is in the form of a spiral, alluding to the spiral nebula, from which the magi
believed that planets had evolved.
3. In the upper right there is a moon-shaped ship, a cherry-red church and Satan poling a punt. In
the earth-centered version of the system of planets, which arose in the days of the old order and
became its symbol, the series of planets is  Moon, Sun,  Mars, Jupiter,  Satan, so the series begins
with the moon, has cherry-red Mars in the middle, and ends with Satan/Saturn. The cherry-red
building is a church, for Mars was the middle and representative planet, and the church was meant
to be representative of society. This is shown by the German language, for in German church and

8 Matthew 2, Young’s Literal Translation
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cherry are kirche and kirsch, which are plainly akin. A church is also a ship or nave, so the church in
the painting is in the midst of the magi’s navy.
4. The ramp leading up to the ship has 13 rungs. This number is said to be unlucky, but only insofar
as the magi as merchant seamen were unlucky for their  opponents such as Herod. The number
alludes to their knowledge of stars and calendar-making. A year of 364 days can be neatly divided
into 13 months of 28 days each. This is not only neat but also practical, since it tallies closely with a
sidereal month of 27.3 days, this being the time taken for the moon to come back to the same point
in the zodiac.

On the Egyptian papyrus above, a monkey is on the fulcrum of a balance, whose weight is being
adjusted by a jackal.  Neanderthals may have tamed dogs to keep cave-hyenas at  bay and were
associated with monks, so in the medieval Welsh poem The Spoils of Annwn it is written:

Myneich dychnut Monks howl
val cunin cor. like a choir of dogs.

Evidence of their having tamed dogs
1. Hamadryas baboons on a rubbish dump near the Red Sea grab the
puppies  of  wild  Canaan  dogs  by  the  tail  and  domesticate  them.9 In
exchange for grooming, the dogs later chase away packs of other wild
dogs. The monkey on the papyrus above is a Hamadryas baboon.
2. A similar symbiosis is found between gelada baboons and wolves in
the  alpine  grasslands  of  eastern  Africa.  In  the  midst  of  baboons  the
wolves are able to catch more rodents and they chase away any wild
dogs.10 In effect they behave as sheepdogs, protecting a flock.
3. Thoth, the Egyptian scribe and inventor of writing, was shown not
merely as a monkey but specifically as a baboon, as in this  statuette
from  el-Amara  in  the  18th dynasty.  On  his  head  is  a  moon-disc,
signifying the moon and the holy spirit and the tallying social order.

9 French film crew. Baboons kidnap and raise feral dogs as pets, from the nature series Animals like Us, Saint 
Thomas Productions, 2004-2006

10 Holmes, B. Monkeys’ cosy alliance with wolves looks like domestication, New Scientist, 5 June 2015
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The magi as seadogs

Evidence of their seafaring
1. The nummulite bearing a cross can be fully explained as standing for genesis if the earth was
symbolized by the sea. Indeed the ratio of sea to land is about 71 to 29, but how could neanderthals
or their kin have known this without being seadogs?
2.’Growing evidence suggests our extinct cousins criss-crossed the Mediterranean in boats from
100,000 years ago,’ as shown by typically neanderthal mousterian stone tools on the Greek islands
of Lefkada, Kefalonia and Zakynthos.11

3. Similar tools found by Thomas F. Strasser on Crete, about 40 km from its nearest neighbour, are
about 130,000 years old.
4. A Greek-Canadian excavation in Stelida, about 3 km northwest of
the capital of the isle of Naxos ‘brought into the limelight a series of
objects that certify the existence of early humans in the area up to
260,000 years ago.’12

5. ‘Stone tools found on the Indonesian Island of Sulanesi … are
most likely between 118,000 and 194,000 years old.’13

6.  ‘Discoveries  of  stone  tools  on  Flores  suggest  that  pre-modern
humans were there a million years ago, at least 120,000 years earlier
than was previously thought,’14

7.  Genetic  analysis  shows  that  neanderthals  had  russet  hair,  and
Charon,  the  Greek  ferryman,  is  shown  on  earlier  vases  wearing
russet and is said by Virgil to pole a rust-colored skiff.15

8. Neanderthals were remembered for their singing and belief in a
wisp  of  smoke  (the  holy spirit).  Baltic  ships  were  thought  to  be
haunted by the red-haired klabautermann, a merry and playful singer
and able seadog with a pipe.
9. In the Japanese kyōgen play The Monkey Skin Quiver, a trainer tries to kill a monkey by hitting
him with a stick at a lord’s behest, but the monkey deftly grabs it and uses it as an oar.
10. Venetian seadogs or doges wore phrygian caps in honour of their neanderthal forerunners. The
image above shows Leonardo Loredan, as portrayed by Giovanni Bellini in 1501.

But why did the magi come from the east, not as Europeans from the west or as Phrygians from the
north? Their insignia was the spiral nebula, from which they believed the planets had evolved, so
their travels may be traced by tracing the ‘dragon motif’. This has been done by Julien d’Huy:

‘According  to  the  trees  (of  the  symbol’s  evolution),  the  motif  first  left  Africa  and
reached the  Far  East,  followed by a  version  brought  to  Australia,  and  another  was
subsequently diffused into the Americas. Soon after this diffusion, the motif was also
diffused around the Mediterranean Sea.’16

11 Marshall, M. Neanderthals were ancient mariners. New Scientist, 29 Feb 2012
12 News Network Archaeology. Findings indicate existence of neanderthals on Greek island of Naxos, 21 May 2015
13 Greschko, M. Stone tools point to mysterious neighbour of Flores ‘Hobbit’. National Geographic, 13 Jan 2016
14 Smithsonian Institution. Stone tools push back date of early human habitation on Flores, last updated 4 Oct 2016
15 Aeneid, Book 6
16 Huy, Julien d’. A short History of the Dragon Motif. Institute of the African World (IMAF), Paris I Sorbonne, 2015
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Why,  if  it  traveled  from Africa  by
land, did it reach the Mediterranean
last, not first? The other named areas
tally  with  those  favored  by  the
denisovan  gene  variant  HLA-A,  as
shown on the  map.17 There  is  little
trace of the gene left in Africa, as if
its bearers had emigrated a very long
time ago, and from southeast Asia it
seems  to  have  spread  westwards,
thinning  out  on  the  way,  so
denisovans seem to have left Africa
before the variant arose then to have
spread  through  the  far  east  and
galloped  as  centaurs  across  the
steppes between ice ages to the north
of Finland.

They are thought to have diverged about 640,000 years ago from neanderthals, who diverged from
Homo erectus about 800,000 years ago, so the evidence in the far east suggests that neanderthals
and denisovans diverged in Africa or the far east,  not in Europe, as currently supposed. If they
diverged in Africa after the rise of the dragon motif, neanderthals should have taken it with them
directly to Europe, so either they diverged in Africa beforehand or in Asia. At least denisovans left
Africa for Asia, so how did they get there without leaving traces in the near and middle east?

Up to the 1800s, waterways were still the main channels of trade. The Royal Porcelain Factory in
Berlin was founded in 1763 by the river Spree, since less energy is needed to move a barge through
water than to move a cart over cobbles, and breakages are fewer. The energy needed for traveling
downstream or with a current is slight, so what currents were available to seadogs? Those in the
northern hemisphere tend to be clockwise and those in the southern anticlockwise, since the earth is
spinning and the sea is not firmly attached so tends to lag.

The discrepancy is greatest along the equator, where the earth is widest and its surface is moving
fastest,  so as  the  earth  spins  eastward,  the  sea  holds  back and seems to  flow westward.  If  its
progress is blocked by land, it flows back along higher latitudes. The overall results are clockwise
and anticlockwise gyres.  The sea flows southward along East  Africa,  reaches  Antarctica,  flows
along its eastern shore then northward towards Australia and the far east.

17  Live Science, 2011
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This may be the churning of the sea of milk mentioned in Hindu texts. Neanderthals had only to
behave like Taoists in following the path of least resistance to leave Africa by sea.

Great, it passes on (in constant flow). Passing on, it becomes remote. Having become 
remote, it returns.18

They may first have landed on Antarctica, but how could this be checked? Glaciers would have long
since crushed and swept any evidence away.

18 Tao Te Ching, trans. Legge, J. Sacred Books of the East, Vol. 39, section 25, 1891 
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