
pstanway@web.de Voyages of the Magi (5) 1

Contents
Can-men & canoe-men.........................................................................................................................2

Habitats............................................................................................................................................2
The birth of astrology......................................................................................................................5
The canoe-men’s world-view...........................................................................................................8
Survival of the fitting.......................................................................................................................8
Fractal organization.........................................................................................................................9
The feedback system......................................................................................................................10
Planets and organs..........................................................................................................................15

Modern man’s world view..................................................................................................................18
The rise of the reckless..................................................................................................................19
Social selection..............................................................................................................................21
Then & now...................................................................................................................................24

mailto:pstanway@web.de


pstanway@web.de Voyages of the Magi (5) 2

Can-men & canoe-men
Present-day religions have their own typical symbols like the cross
of Christianity, the crescent moon of Islam, the yin-yang gyre of
Taoism, the torii-gate of Shinto, the seal of Solomon of Judaism
and so on, but on the whole can-men and canoe-men, neanderthals
and denisovans, seem to have accepted and used the same symbols.
The main  difference  lay in  the  orientation  of  the  zodiac,  whose
contents are otherwise the same. The canoe-men had the holy mien,
but this appears as not only the mien of the wandjina in Australia
and the monkey god in America but also the mien of the green man
in  Europe  (as  here  on  a  screen  in  the  church  at  Marwood  in
Devon)1,  so can-men and canoe-men may have differed more in
their habitats than in their beliefs. The can-men lived in the wooded
hills, and the canoe-men on or near water.  They also differed in
being mainly in different climes, as shown not only by fossils but also by present-day immune
reactions.

Habitats
Research by Alberto Saco Álvarez2 and Antonio Ventriglio3 has revealed a  correlation between
certain ailments and the number of sunspots. Ailments due to excessive immune reactions, such as
birth defects, cancer, Alzheimer and multiple sclerosis, tally with more sunspots, which are the main
cause  of  interglacials  or  green  ages.  Given more  greenery,  animals  are  able  to  proliferate  and
infections to pass on more easily from host to host, so viruses can afford to kill hosts faster, but
hosts too can sense the increase in solar activity so preemptively lower the threshold for an immune
reaction. The price paid is an increase in the risk of auto-immune ailments. The extent to which the
threshold is  lowered may vary among ethnic groups,  according to  their  adaptations.  Lupus for
instance is more common among black Africans than among East Asians with denisovan genes, and
more common among them than among Caucasians with neanderthal genes.

Higher rates of renal involvement,  one of the main systems involved at  death,  were
observed for Asians (21-65% at diagnosis and 40-82% over time) than for whites.4

African-American women are three times more likely than Caucasian women to get
lupus and develop severe symptoms, with as many as 1 in every 250 affected, and the
disease is two times more prevalent in Asian-American and Latina women than it is in
Caucasian  women.  Women  of  Native  American  descent  are  also  disproportionately
affected.5

1 Photo from P.W. Jewitt
2 Álvarez, A.S. Effects of extremely low frequencies on human health, ARSA Online Archive, 2012 
3 Ventriglio, A. Birthdates of patients affected by mental illness and solar activity, Advances in Space Research, Vol. 

47, Issue 7, pp. 1135-1139, April 2011
4 Golder, V. et al. Systemic review of the epidemology of systemic lupus erythematosius in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Research Gate, Feb 2012
5 Who gets lupus? About lupus, Lupus Research Alliance, 2016
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In effect the difference between neanderthals and denisovans was less than the difference between
denisovans and modern man, the ratios being 3:2 and 2:1, which points to their relative distances
from the equator in the tens of thousands of years before their demise.

Lupus  is  also  relevant  in  showing  a  risk  to  which
denisovans and neanderthals were exposed. Survival of the
fit  is  mostly  taken  to  be  survival  of  the  better,  but
waterlilies are unfit for deserts, and cacti for marshes, so
survival depends on prevailing conditions as much as on
internal  excellence.  A change  in  conditions  can  tip  the
balance in favor of one or another species.

Generally  ailments  tallying  with  higher  levels  of  solar
activity also tally with summer, when temperatures rise, as
during a green age, but lupus is unusual in peaking in the
months  of  December  and  January.  As  shown  by  Indian
statistics,  births  in  the  northern  hemisphere  peak  nine
months later in August and September, so the peak for lupus
tallies with the peak for mating. This suggests that lupus is
due  to  a  preemptive  lowering  of  the  threshold  for  an
immune  reaction,  to  counter  a  higher  risk  of  infection
through mating. This is also in line with the fact that lupus is much more common among women
than among men, and more common during their period of more sexual activity.

The chances of developing lupus are higher in people who are female, black, between
the ages of 15 and 45, have a family history of lupus or take medicines associated with
drug-induced systemic lupus.6

Close contact between ethnic groups with different degrees of immunity is risky for those with less,
so if, during a period of rapid climate change, there were a mass migration from the tropics, this
would imperil humans at higher latitudes, whatever their abilities on the whole. The more globally
fit or fitting would not necessarily be the survivors. The climate zones to which can-men, canoe-
men and modern man were adapted according to lupus tallies with the storage of fat for hibernation.

A new genetic analysis reveals that our brawny cousins had a number of distinct genes
involved in the buildup of certain kinds of fat in their brains and other tissues – a trait
shared by today's Europeans, but not Asians … Europeans inherited three times as many
genes  involved  in  lipid  catabolism,  the  breakdown  of  fats  to  release  energy,  from
Neanderthals as did Asians.7

In effect neanderthals built fat up and broke it down periodically. On the chart below the blue bars
stand for 'genome wide sites' and the red bars for 'lipid catabolic processing' sites.8

6 Web MD. What increases your risk? Lupus, Guide, 2016
7 Gibbons A. Did Europeans get fat from neanderthals, www.sciencemag.org, 1 Apr 2014
8 Khrameeva K et al. Neanderthal ancestry drives evolution of lipid catabolism in contemporary Europeans, Nature 

Communications 5, Article number: 3584, 27 Sep 2013
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The red bars are longest in neanderthal Europe, are intermediate in denisovan Asia, though Asians
generally have a greater share of denisovan genes than Europeans of neanderthal ones, and are
absent in Africa, save in the region of Mount Meru. The ability of Asians to hibernate to some
extent was nonetheless shown recently by an accident.

A Japanese civil servant has described for the first time how he survived for more than
three weeks in a mountain forest without food and water in what doctors believe is the
first known case of a human going into hibernation.

Mitsutaka Uchikoshi went missing on Mt Rokko in western Japan on October 7 after a
barbecue with colleagues. Rather than joining them for the return trip by cable car, the
25-year-old decided to walk down the mountain, but lost his way, slipped in a stream
and broke his pelvis.

“On the second day, the sun was out, I was in a field, and I felt very comfortable. That's
my last  memory,”  he  said,  shortly before  being discharged from Kobe city general
hospital on Thursday. “I must have fallen asleep after that.”

When a passing climber found him 24 days later, Mr Uchikoshi's body temperature had
fallen to just 22C (72F), he had a barely discernible pulse and he was suffering from
multiple organ failure and blood loss.

Doctors who treated Mr Uchikoshi believe he lost consciousness after his fall and that
his  body's  natural  survival  instincts  kicked  in,  sending  him  into  a  state  akin  to
hibernation as the temperature on the mountain dropped as low as 10C.

“He fell into a state similar to hibernation and many of his organs slowed, but his brain
was protected,” Dr Shinichi Sato, head of the hospital's emergency unit, told reporters.
“I believe his brain capacity has recovered 100%.” …
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The birth of astrology
Stars are useful in navigation, so astrology is less likely to have begun among can-men than among
canoe-men, who may have noticed that planets often cross the horizon just before birth and that
ailments more often occur when slow planets move into conjunction. Moreover they are likely to
have been nocturnal.

1. The ceremonies, such as the ‘dark dance’, taught by dwarfs to Seneca natives south of the Great
Lakes, were for performing at night.
2. The zemi, venerated by the Taino, are said to have lived in caves and to have come out only at
night.
3. In the Ainu tale about King Salmon, a whole flotilla sets sail at the same time for the sake of
mutual help, but the boats might easily drift apart in darkness unless sailors remained watchful.
4.  Big  eyes,  such  as  those  in  depictions  of  denisovans  in  Australian  and Phoenicia,  are  more
common among the nocturnal.
5. Wairococha is said to have created the first humans at Lake Titicaca in the form of two statues
before having created the sun, so the first humans had to see in the dark.
6. ‘House systems’, used to plot planets’ positions relative to the horizon at birth, include both the
eastern and western horizons as calibrations, though these are seldom 12 hours apart. This would be
pointless unless some births were timed by planets’ setting, as among the nocturnal.
7. The knights of the round table is an allusion to nights on the round seaboard, as shown by their
bearing the names of isles and harbors such as Lamorak (Limerick, formerly Lemrak), Lancelot
(Lanzarote) and Guinivere (Windermere). The reverse of Lemrak is Karmel, a mountain riddled
with caves and holy to Canaanites.
8. The quinkan come out only at night:

Some Aborigines  even  refuse  to  pronounce  their  name,  because  Quinkans  are  such
powerful supernatural spirits. They lurk in caves and other dark places and come out at
night  …  The  discovery  of  several  multi-faceted  quartz  crystals  at  a  nearby
archaeological  dig  puzzled  scientists  until  an  Aborigine  Elder  explained  that  their
purpose  was  for  protection  against  Quinkans.  The  stones  would  have  been  placed
around the campfire while the people were asleep. If any evil spirits tried to sneak up in
the dark, the light from the fire would be reflected by the crystals. The flashing light
would blind the Quinkans and drive them back into the night. 9

Neanderthals may have contributed to astrology a knowledge of waves and resonance, shared later
by  Abraham  Abulafia,  since  they  more  often  lived  in  caves  and  drew  attention  to  points  of
resonance by painting on walls or tapping on gongs there. The same happened in Africa.

Rock gongs were first discovered and recorded at Birnin Kudu in June, 1955, while the
paintings were being copied and a trial trench was being excavated in front of a cave at
Dutsen Mesa. They were in fact found originally in an archaeological context, for the
distribution of ringing rocks which were used as gongs was found to be in significant
clusters close to the painted rock shelters, whereas ringing rocks bearing no signs of use
can be found throughout the area of granite outcrops covering some two square miles
around the newly-rebuilt town of Birnin Kudu astride the main Kano-Eastern road.10

9 Scheer, R. Aboriginal magic in the land of the Quinkans, www.newagetravel.com, 2016
10 Fagg, B.E.B. The rock gong complex today and in prehistoric times. Journal of the Historical Society of Nigeria, 

Vol. 1, No. 1, Dec. 1956, p. 28
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The stones at Stonehenge mark a resonance pattern produced by two pipers playing the same note in
the middle  of  the circle,11 and  the bluestones,  brought  to  Stonehenge from the Preseli  Hills  in
Pembroke, are usable as gongs.

Rocks on the Carn Menyn ridge are ringing rocks; they ring just like a bell,’ said Mr.
Devereux, the principle investigator … ‘and there’s lots of different tones; you could
play a tune.  In fact we have had percussionists, who have played proper percussion
pieces off the rocks … You can almost see them as prehistoric glockenspiel, if you like,
and you could knock them and hear these tunes.’12

Indeed a series of concerts on a stone-age xylophone or lithophone was recently given in Paris by
professional musicians:

‘That (on March 24th, 2014) will be their last concert together,’ music archaeologist Erik
Gonthier of the Natural History Museum in Paris, told AFP ahead of the production..
‘We will never repeat it, for ethical reasons – to avoid damaging our cultural heritage.
We don’t want to add to the wear of these instruments.’ Crucially the instruments are
short  and slim enough to be carried easily in one hand – the earliest  example of a
portable sound system. They will be played ‘xylophone-style’ by four percussionists
from the French National Orchestra, gently tapping the stones with mallets.

The  instruments,  carefully  crafted  stone
rods up to a meter (3.2 feet) in length, have
been in the museum’s collection since the
early 20th century. They have been dated to
between  2500  and  8000  BC,  a  period
known as the New Stone Age, characterized
by  human  use  of  stone  tools,  pottery-
making,  the  rise  of  farming  and  animal
domestication.  For  decades  their  solid
oblong  shapes  made  experts  believe  they
were pestles or grinders of grain. But that
perception changed a decade ago, thanks to a stroke of fortune.

Gonthier,  a  former  jeweler  and  stone-cutter,  discovered  their  true  musical  potential
when he tapped one with a mallet in the storeroom of the museum in 1994. instead of a
dull thud he heard musical potential and decided to investigate further … Five years
after his discovery, ‘Stradivarius’ and dozens of other stones in the museum’s collection
were officially recognized as lithophones. The name derives from the Greek words for
stone and sound.13

11 Pappas, Stephanie. Stonehenge inspired by sound illusion, archaeologist suggests. LiveScience, 16 Feb 2012
12 Stonehenge bluestones had acoustic properties, study shows. BBC News, 03 Mar 2014
13 Le Roux, M. & Banguet, L. Cavemen’s ‘rock’ music makes a comeback, Daily Telegraph, 17 Mar 2014
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Wooden gongs or  xylophones  are  still  used by the  Bana in  the
central highlands of Vietnam. Here one of them is being mended
by Phan Chi Thanh, an 85-year old Bana man. A gong in the form
of a disc stood for the holy spirit or the whole system of planets,
but so did a wooden xylophone, as shown by the number of tubes.

A Ngoh, a Bana man in Dak Lak, says: "We never play the
T’rung inside the house. There we play the K’long Put. The
original T’rung has 7 or 8 tubes, but the modern T’rung has
many more tubes to play more melodies."14

A key encounter in the epic of Gilgamesh is between the warlord Gilgamesh and a canoe-man in the
form of the ferryman Urshanabi. Gilgamesh smashes Urshanabi’s ‘stone things’, then the ferryman
refuses  to  take  him anywhere  till  Gilgamesh supplies  him with  300 poles  in  recompense.  The
number may allude to the number of days in a year. The 7 tones of a scale stood for the 7 planets, as
did the zodiac, so a scale also stood for the zodiac, and this for days in a year. Gilgamesh has ruined
one symbol  of  the  system so  is  asked to  supply another..  Canoe-men  may have  rowed  to  the
rhythms of rock music then have charmed their trading partners with a workshop and concert.

In  the  Middle  Ages  they  were  recalled  as  wandering
minnesänger (mien-singers) or ships of fools. The German
word  for  fool  is  narr,  and  nar is  Old  Babylonian  for
musician.  The  Netherlandish  painter  Hieronymus  Bosch
(about 1450 – 1516) was aware of the allusion, as shown by
his painting of a ship of fools in the modern and ancient
sense. The latter is alluded to by denisovan symbols like a
mien at the end of a pole, standing for the two signs of the
zodiac  at  the end of  the  old axis.  The ship is  a  crescent
moon;  a  singing monkey has  become a  singing monk;  a
paddle has become a glutton’s spoon; and a musician has
become  a  drunk  court  jester.  The  mast,  standing  for  the
world-tree dividing and sub-dividing, has snapped and the
pieces been tied crudely together again. A society of frugal
minstrels  borne  on  the  waves  of  melody  has  become  a
group of gluttons with a roast chicken tied to the mast like
Jesus to the cross. Bosch was not mocking canoe-men but
their fraudulent successors. The canoe-men’s navy and isles
were honored by the naves and aisles of Gothic cathedrals.

14 Typical musical instruments of the Bana, Explore ethnic groups. Vietnam, Culture Information Network, 8 Jan 2015
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The canoe-men’s world-view
Can-men and canoe-men were recalled up to  and beyond the
renaissance throughout the world, appearing in the west as John
the Baptist and John the Evangelist and in the east as the jinn,
the gong gong and the quinkan. The word tau, as in Taoism, is
German for dew, and dieu is French for God, so there was wide
agreement  that  cosmology  and  culture  rested  on  the  broad
shoulders of the canny.

One  of  them  is  shown  here  by  Hieronymus  Bosch  as
Christophorus bearing the child Jesus across water. A pot in the
world-tree identifies him as Aquarius, but he is also þórr or the
spring Thaw, who in Norse myth wades on foot to Valhall unlike
the other æsir on horseback. Indeed the canny seem to have been
recalled vividly up to  the 1800s,  when their  physical  remains
were found by archaeologists, and their theory of evolution was
reintroduced in the field of biology. Darwin himself was aware
that his tree of evolution was nothing new:

The affinities of all the beings of the same class have sometimes been represented by a
great tree. I believe this simile largely speaks the truth. The green and budding twigs
may  represent  existing  species;  and  those  produced  during  each  former  year  may
represent  the  long  succession  of  extinct  species.  At  each  period  of  growth  all  the
growing twigs have tried to branch out on all  sides,  and to overtop and kill  all  the
surrounding twigs and branches, in the same manner as species and groups of species
have at all times overmastered other species in the great battle for life … As buds give
rise by growth to fresh buds, and these, if vigorous, branch out and overtop on all sides
many a feebler branch, so by generation I believe it has been with the great Tree of Life,
which fills with its dead and broken branches the crust of the earth,  and covers the
surface with its ever-branching and beautiful ramifications.15

The  canoe-men  differed  from Darwin  and  his  contemporaries  in  the  way they viewed  natural
selection and in their assessment of its effectiveness. Being merchant seamen, not warriors, they
had little reason to view nature as a battle for survival or to persuade others to do so. Their aim was
to use foresight to avoid dearth and battle, and their legacy of science and culture bears witness to
their success.

Survival of the fitting
The clarinetist Sabine Meyer applied to join the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra but was rejected as
being unfitting,  not unfit.  She was invited to come back and play as a soloist,  though not as a
member. Likewise an engagement ring may be 24 carat but fail to fit on the bride’s finger so be
shelved or sold. This was how can-men and canoe-men viewed the matter. A person may be unfit in

15 Darwin, C. The Origin of Species, 1859
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the sense of having a defect, but often no less important is whether or not a person is fitting. Is it
possible to work harmoniously with him and trust him? Competent people working together may
achieve more than top rivals tripping each other up.

Darwin’s contemporaries doubted that natural selection would be enough to explain evolution, but
canoe-men found that it may in a sense be too much. A person is not selected by nature as a whole
but by his immediate surroundings, so if these suddenly change, all members of a group become
unfitting. A group needs to have a reserve of variants to cope, or it may be caught out on the wrong
foot and perish, so there is a need for a random-generator, to offset genetic bottlenecks.

This is part  of the theory behind astrology. For instance people tally with planets according to
temperament, but if planets move into conjunction, they are sensed as blending into a hybrid, and
the  temperaments  of  the  tallying  people  become hybrid  too.  The  same  happens  to  organs,  so
astrologers were often herbalists, and the canoe-man appears in India as the monkey Hanuman with
a cone of herbs. The cone typifies him as an astrologer, since cross-sections of a cone are ellipses
like the paths of planets, and the herbs typify him as a herbalist.

Fractal organization
The version of genesis favored by can-men and canoe-men is the holy version, involving three
phases of division and sub-division, as shown in Tibet by the parka – the bark-canoes standing for
the planets.
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___

_  _
_  _
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___
___
_  _

_  _
___
_  _
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_  _
_  _
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_  _
_  _

Sun Mercury Venus Mars Ceres Jupiter Saturn Uranus

The parka are also called trigrams in being made up of sets of three lines, divided or undivided, so
can also be viewed as numerals in the binary system, running from 0 to 7. The notion of fractal
organization was applied to not only the system of planets but also human society. Humans were
viewed as being not only organs of society but also societies of organs, and these as societies of
sub-organs. This theory was still current in the mid-1600s, as shown by Descartes:

… même l'esprit dépend si fort du tempérament, et de la disposition des organes du
corps  que,  s'il  est  possible  de  trouver  quelque  moyen  qui  rende  communément  les
hommes plus sages et plus habiles qu'ils n'ont été jusques ici, je crois que c'est dans la
médecine qu'on doit le chercher.16

(… even the mind depends so much on the temperament and disposition of organs of
the body that, if it is possible to find some way to make humans commonly wiser and
more able than they have been, I believe that it should be sought in medicine.)

If a whole splits up into parts and these into parts under the same conditions, the parts are likely to
be smaller versions of the whole, like air sacs of the lungs, so the organization is said to be fractal.

16 Descartes, R. Discours de la méthode, 1637
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This cannot easily be shown through artifacts made by hand, since this would involve adding details
finer and finer, but if one unit splits up into a set of variants, the variants can be shown as such, to
allude to the same principle.

Attention  is  drawn to  it  by a  pre-Columbian  figurine  from Jaina  (Jinn)
island off  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  Yucatán  peninsula.  Unlike  American
natives the man is bearded and bears a second mien on his chest in the form
of a pendant, as does the can-man Bes in Egypt, and the parallels between
parts of a body are shown even more plainly below by a ‘dogū’ figurine
from northwest Iran, whose nipples tally with eyes and whose elbows tally
with ears. The serial production of similar segments has led to the evolution
of snakes and enables a fallen willow-twig to take root and grow into a tree
in its own right.

This notion of levels upon levels or wheels within wheels was also relevant for
medical astrology, as the author realized on analyzing the birth data of a student,
who had been born while  the Sun (eyes)  and Neptune (skin)  were sensed as
blending. This might have led under suitable conditions to an eye ailment on the
one hand and a skin ailment on the other, but in fact she had an ailment of the
cornea, the eyes’ skin, so a person is an organ of society, an eye is an organ of a
person, and a cornea is an organ of an eye.

The feedback system
In Buddhism it  is  said that  there are as many systems of planets  or spiral  nebulae as curls  on
Buddha’s head. Buddha’s head was higher at the back than at the front so was typically neanderthal
or denisovan, implying that this belief in a great number of systems went back to can-men and
canoe-men. Galactic  clusters divide into galaxies,  these into planets round stars,  and these into
moons round planets, and likewise a human body begins as a cell which divides and sub-divides
into a system of organs.

This process leads to levels upon levels, but the units on the various
levels do not move or evolve at  the same rate.  The smaller units on
newer levels are faster, so these are the experimental ones, quick to try
out new possibilities but liable to perish quickly, whereas bigger units
on older levels are slower and good for storage. The relation between
size and speed can be seen from a pirouette, since a dancer begins with
her  arms  stretched  out  then  spins  faster  on  drawing  them  in.  The
qualities of the different levels would be irrelevant, were nature merely
a Darwinian battleground indifferent to the fate of its warriors, but if
nature  is  a  composer,  saving  promising  themes  for  the  sake  of
variations, this offers an opportunity to set up a feedback system.
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The system of  planets  was  taken as  an  example,  as
shown  by  the  notion  of  dream-catchers  serving  as
sieves. The number of known planets apart from the
sun was seven, and  seven and  sieve are akin,  as are
sieb and sieben in German, so the system was viewed
as a gadget for filtering dreams or dramas, as in Peking
opera,  for  the  seven deadly sins  were  not  really  the
seven lapses but the seven lively songs of the seven
monkeys  (singes).  Symbolized  by  the  zodiac,  the
system was viewed as  an opera house  producing an
endless series of song cycles.

The effective principle was that a good melody or invention on one of the newer levels may be fed
back to one of the older ones, to be stored, but the older ones are made up of fewer parts and able to
store less, so the information is effectively sieved underway. To use a more modern likeness, the
newer levels are like laboratories engaged in frenetic research, the intermediate ones a series of
assessors, and the older ones reference libraries, saving the key findings.

The difference between this process and those studied in classical physics is that the levels are not
spatially distinct. No galaxy cannot be found in one region and its stars in another, and few cats are
able like Lewis Carroll’s to vanish while leaving its smile behind, so the spreading of information
from level to level is not spatial. It may be illustrated by a change in the behavior of crystals, though
in this case the spreading is on only a single level:

About ten years ago a company was operating a factory which grew large single crystals
of  ethylene  diamine  tartrate  from solution  in  water.  From the  plant  it  shipped  the
crystals many miles to another which cut and polished them for industrial use. A year
after the factory opened, the crystals in the growing tanks began to grow badly; crystals
of something else adhered to them – something which grew even more rapidly. The
affliction soon spread to the other factory: the cut and polished crystals acquired the
malady on their surfaces…

The  wanted  material  was  anhydrous  ethylene  diamine  tartrate,  and  the  unwanted
material  turned out  to  be the monohydrate  of  that  substance.  During three  years  of
research  and  development,  and  another  year  of  manufacture,  no  seed  of  the
monohydrate had formed. After that they seemed to be everywhere.17

Sheldrake cites this as an example or ‘morphic resonance’ or a tendency of nature to repeat itself,
till processes become habitual and mistaken for laws. This example certainly shows that inorganic
processes may change but not in the sense of becoming more habit-ridden. A year-long habit of
producing  anhydrous  crystals  was  suddenly  kicked  and  replaced  by  the  production  of  the
monohydrate.  This undermines Sheldrake’s notion but not the canoe-men’s notion, according to
which natural selection is the selection of the fitting, since nature had finally managed to fit water
into the crystals then persistently favored the more inclusive outcome.

17  Holden A. & Singer P.. Crystals and Crystal Growing, London: Heinemann, 1961, pp. 80-81
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Shakespeare was familiar with the feedback model and the role of gongs and songs, of drama and
dreams, as shown by Prospero’s adieu:

Our revels now are ended. These our actors,
as I foretold you, were all spirits, and
are melted into air, into thin air:
and like the baseless fabric of this vision,
the cloud-capped tow’rs, the gorgeous palaces,
the solemn temples, the great globe itself,
yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve,
and, like this insubstantial pageant faded,
leave not a rack behind. We are such stuff
as dreams are made on, and our little life
is rounded with a sleep.

Shakespeare is alluding to the dream-time. The planet of time or chronology was the slowest and
outermost planet, whose position in the zodiac could be used for dating historical events such as
floods and droughts, so the orb of dreams was the innermost one. According to whether this was
taken to be the earth or the sun, the cycle of production and filtration passed through a watery or
fiery  phase.  A Seneca  tale  involving  immersion  implies  that  this  model  went  back  beyond
denisovans to Homo erectus.18

A  person  called  Skunny  Wundy  claims  to  be
fearless, so members of his tribe tell a ‘stone giant’
on  the  far  side  of  a  creek  that  Skunny  Wundy
would like to fight him. Skunny Wundy is aghast
but unable to withdraw without losing face, so goes
to the creek. Wearing flint, the giant wades into the
water till his head is under the waves, then Skunny
Wundy rushes upstream and crosses the shallows.
On  reemerging,  the  giant  fails  to  find  him,  till
Skunny Wundy calls out to him from behind that
he must have been twirled round and is heading the wrong way. The giant heads back, then the trick
is repeated.

The giant is treated as slow-witted, but his weapon is a conical pine-tree torn up by the roots, not a
pruned staff, and when he beats the earth, it sounds like ‘the beating of a gigantic drum or the
roaring of a hurricane wind’. In effect he venerates drums and the holy ghost (the whole gust) and is
familiar with pine-cones, spirals and ellipses, so his immersion or baptism is likewise part of the
symbolism. Skunny Wundy as modern man is making fun of his cosmology, but this reveals a depth
of thought and grasp of geometry lost on a boastful liar.

Lucas  Cranach  (1472-1553)  shows  immersion  in  the  Jungbrunnen  (the  wellspring  of  youth).
Researchers, wrinkled from all their findings, wade in on the left as old women and step out on the
right as young beauties, freed from all inessentials and available for reuse.

18 Welker, G. (compiler). Skunny-Wundy and the Stone Giant, www.indigenouspeople.net, lasted updated 09 June 
2004
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In  a  form acceptable  to  the  warlords  of  his  time,  Hans  Memling  (1433/40-1494)  showed  the
feedback system is his Last Judgment. He was born in Germany, where The Last Judgment is not
Das letzte Gericht but Das jüngste Gericht (The most recent Judgment), so the notion was not of a
tribunal but of a cycle of research and debriefing.

The figure on the rainbow is wearing neanderthal russet and seems to be John the Baptist, since a
lily of  mercy is  reaching  from him but  a  sword of  wrath  towards him.  On the left  acceptable
inventions are being led up icy steps to cold storage, while others are being roasted alive on the
right. The original notion was not of reward or punishment but of a cycle of invention and selection.

mailto:pstanway@web.de


pstanway@web.de Voyages of the Magi (5) 14

Hence  a  granary  plays  a  key  role  in  dogon  cosmology,  and  the  Toraja  believe  that  Proeë m
Paraburu, the Lord Creator and Great Physician, reforges the souls that have failed.19 Buru means
crow or vulture in Old Babylonian, so the great physician may be viewed as a smith fashioning and
refashioning souls or as a crow or vulture feeding on the dead and recycling their material bodies. If
the souls are not up to par, the fault is the smith’s, so he has no one to blame but himself. In the
Sistine Chapel Michelangelo painted a version of the last judgment featuring the canoe-man Charon
as a caricature of the centaur and healer Chiron, as implied by the following passage.

On the road between the Tralleians and Nysa is a village of the Nysaians, not far from
the  city  Akharaka  (Acharaca),  where  is  the  Ploutonion  (Plutonium)  (Sanctuary  of
Plouton), with a costly sacred precinct and a shrine of Plouton (Pluton) [Haides] and
Kore (Core) [Persephone], and also the Kharonion (Charonium) (Sanctuary of Kharon),
a cave that lies above the sacred precinct, by nature wonderful; for they say that those
who are diseased and give heed to the cures prescribed by these gods resort thither and
live in the village near the cave among experienced priests, who on their behalf sleep in
the cave and through dreams prescribe the cures. These are also the men who invoke the
healing power of the gods. And they often bring the sick into the cave and leave them
there,  to remain in quiet,  like animals in their  lurking-holes,  without food for many
days. And sometimes the sick give heed also to their own dreams, but still they use
those other men, as priests, to initiate them into the mysteries and to counsel them.20

The key point is that the sanctuary of Kharon was a sanctuary of
healing, so Kharon or Charon began as a healer, not a mortician.
In warrior’s propaganda he was a paid healer, who used the fee
only  to  ferry  a  patient  to  the  land  of  the  dead.  His  original
identity as a denisovan is shown by his big nocturnal eyes, but
canoe-men had craniums high at the rear, as shown by the peak
of  a  doge’s  cap  or  the  topknot  on  Buddha’s  head,  whereas
Chiron here has a topknot at the front and is wielding his oar as
a  club.  In  the  western  version  of  the  zodiac  he  appears  as
Capricorn the merman opposed by Leo the lynx, but the lynx has taken over.

His earlier form appears in Etruscan art. Here he is shown as a can-
man with rings in his ears and with his nose symbolically extended to
hang over his mouth like the trunk of an elephant. The nose stood for
the  whole  gust  or  holy  ghost,  and  the  representative  planet  in  the
earlier model of the system was red Mars, so a ruby is attached to the
nose-ring.  The  Etruscans  were  called  by  the  Romans  the  Tusci or
tusked  ones,  and  the  heart  of  their  former  region  is  now  called
Tuscany.

The difference between Europeans and Asians when we lump all the samples together is
not as interesting as the differences we can see among the samples within each of those
regions. For example, here are British people compared to Tuscans:

19 Forbes, R.J. The evolution of the smith, Studies in ancient technology, volume 8. Leiden, E.J. Brill, 1964
20 Strabo, (trans. Jones). Geography 14. 1. 44. Strabo lived from 64/63 BC-c.24 AD, so the book dates back to about 

00 AD
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The Tuscans have the highest level of Neandertal similarity of any of the 1000 Genomes
Project samples. They have around a half-percent more Neandertal similarity than Brits 
or Finns in these samples. The CEU sample is slightly elevated compared to Brits and 
Finns as well.21

In the Netherlands Jan Vermeer (1632-75) was less exposed than
Michelangelo to the high and mighty so could afford to be more
candid. He likewise alludes to the zodiac but only by showing a
woman holding a balance (Libra at  the end of the old axis),  to
weigh pearls  from the  sea.  In  the  background  hangs  a  painting
showing  the  last  judgment  as  a  military  tribunal  remote  from
everyday life.

The denisovans were renowned for their medical astrology, so the
notion  of  a  feedback  system must  either  have  come from their
empirical  observations  of  organs  or  seemed  to  have  been
compatible with them. How could this be checked?

Planets and organs
Planets were thought to serve as timers of organisms and organs. The fact that planet A tallies with
organ Z, not organ Y, may be taken as being arbitrary, but according to the canoe-men’s theory it
should be due to the fact that organ Z is really organ A in the sense that planet A serves not only as a
timer but also a blueprint. In other words, if the planets are shown as a series in terms of their
distances from the sun, and the organs are shown as a series in terms of a similar criterion, the n th

member of the series of planets should empirically tally with the nth member of the series of organs.

21 Hawks, J. Which population in the 1000 Genomes Project samples has the most Neanderthal similarity, John Hawks
Weblog, 08 Feb 2012
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The can-men and canoe-men realized that the further a planet is from the sun, the chillier it is likely
to be, and that temperatures and states of matter are related. Fire is hotter than gases, gases than
fluids, and fluids than solids, so the series of planets ranging from hot to cold may tally with a series
of organs based on the same criterion. Since there are 4 states of matter or astrological elements –
fire, air, water and earth - and the model of the system of planets had 8 orbs, each element might be
assigned to 2 planets in their sequence from the sun, but the scheme was actually the following:

Sun Mercury Venus Mars Ceres Jupiter Saturn Uranus

light air water earth

The sun for instance was thought to regulate eyes, which fill with light, and Mercury to regulate the
lungs, which fill with air. The next place in the series is shared by Venus and the moon, which was
thought to regulate the pleural and sinovial cavities, which fill with fluids. The scheme may be
shown as the product of a tree of evolution or forked lightning:

primal state

non-solid solid

non-fluid fluid

luminous gaseous

The remaining major planet, Neptune belongs to a different series, which may involve evolution
from the endoderm, mesoderm and exoderm:

Sun-Jupiter-Saturn-Neptune

If  they  are  all  in  line  they  are  equidistant.  What  remains  to  be  explained  is  the  scheme  of
reproduction, since Mercury was said to be the planet of twins and thereby of asexual reproduction,
Venus of female reproduction through budding, and Mars of male reproduction through fertilization.
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In effect the sun stands for an immortal cell renewing itself indefinitely, Mercury for symmetrical
fission, Venus for asymmetrical fission like the budding of yeast, and Mars for a cell no longer able
to reproduce of its own accord. The remaining planets stand for cells unable to produce independent
offspring, so the offspring cluster in the form of an organism with a cycle of growth, shrinkage and
death. This scheme can be derived from the scheme of states of matter. In the former there is a
continual decrease in thermal energy in moving from the hub to the rim of the system, and in the
latter there is a continual decrease of reproductive energy:

* The sun stands for a cell with enough energy to create an offspring as big as itself and identical 
with itself, so its immortality is not to be understood as stasis but as continual self-renewal.
* Mercury stands for a cell with only enough energy to create an offspring half as big as itself 
through symmetrical fission.
* Venus stands for a cell with only enough energy to create an offspring less than half as big as itself
through asymmetrical fission or budding, as when a mother creates an ovule.
* Mars stands for a cell with too little energy to create offspring, so it has to regress by fusing with a
female cell before the product can reproduce through fission.
* The asteroids stand for a cell with too little energy to create independent offspring directly or 
indirectly, so it can use fission only to create a multi-cellular cluster or organism.
* Jupiter stands for an organism whose cells have too little energy to divide much further and 
thereby cause the organism to grow.
* Saturn stands for an organism whose cells are dying faster than they are being replaced.
Uranus stands for the last phase leading to death.

In effect energy is the notion underlying the series of planets and the series of
organs,  though  in  one  scheme  it  is  viewed  as  thermal  and  in  another  as
reproductive.  This  also shows that  yang and yin,  as  symbolized by whole and
divided lines, stood originally not for male and female but for earlier and later
stages of evolution. This is why they are traditionally shown as two tadpoles, one
black and one white, chasing each other in a circle. This stands for no altercation
between man and wife but for cycles of improvisation and selective recording.

Cell/Primal unit

Complete fission Incomplete fission

Asexual Sexual Growth Shrinkage

Sun Mer. Ven. Mar. Ast. Jup. Sat. Ura.
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Modern man’s world view
Up to the renaissance the notion of evolution remained familiar, but evolution and devolution were
thought to follow upon each other like spring and fall, and the period known as historic to be a
phase of devolution, leading from the age of gold through the age of silver to the age of lead. The
sequence of events is shown in Bosch’s triptych known as the Garden of Delights, where an open
landscape full of greenery leads to unbridled reproduction, and this to dearth and warfare.

Since  then,  the  rise  of  merchant  navies  and
republics, the use of fossil fuels and improved
technology, the development of antibiotics and
the  conquest  of  space  have  led  to  a
reassessment: Man has come a long way from
the  jungles  of  his  forebears  and  established
himself  as  the  only  civilized  creature  at  the
apex  of  evolution,  communicating  through
languages,  fashioning  mathematical  models,
tracing time back to its birth and scanning the
whole  cosmos  with  his  telescopes.  Caves  are
replaced by high-rises and gongs by grand pianos. The key turning point is thought to have been the
planting of crops.

From around 9500 BC, the eight Neolithic founder crops, emmer and einkorn wheat,
hulled  barley,  peas,  lentils,  bitter  vetch,  chick  peas  and flax  were  cultivated  in  the
Levant. Rice was domesticated in China between 11,500 and 6,200 BC, followed by
mung, soy and azuki beans. Pigs were domesticated in Mesopotamia around 13,000 BC,
followed by sheep between 11,000 and 9,000 BC.22

This happened in the Andes later, as potatoes were planted between 8000 and 5000 BC, while some
root  vegetables  and  sugarcane  were  being  planted  in  New  Guinea,  but  if  these  events  led  to
civilization, what led to them? They occurred at the end of an ice age, but why did the end of other
ice ages not lead to plantations too? The common answer is that intelligence had yet to reach a
critical point, so what was happening to man’s brain at the time?

Brain size increases slowly from 6-2 million years ago. During this time period humans 
began to walk upright and make simple tools. Brain size increased but only slightly.

Brain and body size increase from 2 million – 800,000 years ago. During this time 
period humans spread around the globe, encountering many new environments on 
different continents. These challenges, along with an increase in body size, led to an 
increase in brain size.

Brain size increases rapidly from 800,000 – 200,000 years ago.23

22 Wikipedia. History of agriculture, 2016
23 What does it mean to be human? Smithsonian, National Museum of National History, Human characteristics, 

Brains, www.humanorigins.sci.ed
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But then what?

The rise of the reckless
Over the past 20,000 years, the average volume of the human male brain has decreased
from 1,500 cubic centimeters to 1,350 cc, losing a chunk the size of a tennis ball. The
female brain has shrunk by about the same proportion. “I’d call that major downsizing
in an evolutionary eyeblink,” he (the anthropologist John Hawks) says. “This happened
in China, Europe, Africa—everywhere we look.” If our brain keeps dwindling at that
rate over the next 20,000 years, it will start to approach the size of that found in Homo
erectus, a relative that lived half a million years ago and had a brain volume of only
1,100 cc.24

In other words the rate at which the human brain grew till about the end of the neanderthal period
was unparalleled throughout the animal world; no organs in any other creatures grew at a similar
rate; but since the supremacy of can-men and canoe-men ended, the brain of modern man has been
shrinking about 500,000/50,000 (= 10) times faster than it ever grew. There has already been a 10%
loss, much more than 10 points on an IQ scale, since this is no absolute measure of intelligence. In
effect,  on a scale calibrated for Cro magnon, the average modern man would rate as a halfwit,
though Cro magnon was not up to par with his monkey-like cousins. Plainly Homo sapiens sapiens
is on the way out, having ruined most of the planet by turning turf into tarmac, woods into fields
and marshes  into suburbia.  Such examples  of  devolution do not  contravene the basic  tenets  of
Darwinism, as long as some points are taken into account.

* Survival depends not only on being fit but also on being fitting.
* The fitting have primarily to fit into their immediate surroundings, not into nature as a whole.
* If the immediate surroundings are untypical, a person may become globally less fitting.

What effectively reversed the trend towards bigger brains?

(One)  popular  theory  attributes  the  decrease  to  the  advent  of  agriculture,  which,
paradoxically,  had  the  initial  effect  of  worsening  nutrition.  Quite  simply,  the  first
farmers were not very successful at eking out a living from the land, and their grain-
heavy diet was deficient in protein and vitamins—critical for fueling growth of the body
and brain. In response to chronic malnutrition, our body and brain might have shrunk.
Many  anthropologists  are  skeptical  of  that  explanation,  however.  The  reason:  The
agricultural  revolution  did  not  arrive  in  Australia  or  southern  Africa  until  almost
contemporary times, yet brain size has declined since the Stone Age in those places,
too.25

In fact agriculture may have been no innovation of modern man, since Aquarius in the western
version of the zodiac bears a watering-can and tallies with Monkey in the eastern version. He may
also be the person who created the hanging gardens of antiquity, the only one of the seven wonders
of the ancient world yet to be found, as if lost in the mists of time. The gardens were not thought to

24 McAuliffe, K. If modern humans are so smart, why are your brains shrinking? www.discovermagazine.com, 20 Jan 
2011

25 If modern humans are so smart, why are our brains shrinking? www.discovermagazine.com, 2010
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be hanging in the sense of being suspended but in the sense of being sloping, as interpreted for
instance by T.S. Eliot in his poem Journey of the Magi:

There were times we regretted
The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces,
And the silken girls bringing sherbet.

In the magi’s world there were more men than women, so the silken girls bringing sherbet from the
harem belong to a later period, but the world of devas and devils was also the world of the dammed
so included irrigation, as confirmed by Andean myth:

It was believed that human beings were actually Viracocha's second attempt at living
creatures, as he first created a race of giants from stone in the age of darkness … Then
Viracocha created men and women but this time he used clay. He also gave them such
gifts as clothes, language, agriculture and the arts and then created all animals.26 

The inclination of canoe-men to build dams is further confirmed by a myth of the Chelan tribe by
the Rockies. They traditionally spent winter by the outlet of Lake Chelan, a finger-lake heeling to
the southeast, as if they had come to America from neanderthal territory. They were then faced by
denisovans, who reminded them of beavers.

At dusk, the Wolf brothers tore down the dam at the beavers' home, and all the little
beavers ran out. About midnight, the larger beavers ran out. They were so many, and
they made so much noise, that they sounded like thunder. Then Big Beaver ran out, the
one the Creator had put into the water to become clean.

"Let's quit!" said Oldest Wolf Brother, for he was afraid. "Let's not try to kill him."

"No!" said Youngest Brother. "I will not stop."

Oldest Wolf Brother fell  down. Third Brother fell  down. Second Brother fell  down.
Lightning flashed. The beavers still  sounded like thunder. Youngest Brother took the
four-forked spear and tried to strike Big Beaver with it. It broke. He used the three-
forked spear. It broke.

He used the two-forked spear. It broke. Then he took his own one-forked spear. It did
not break. It pierced the skin of Big Beaver and stayed there. Out of the lake, down the
creek, and down Big River, Beaver swam, dragging Youngest Brother after it.

The beavers’ real identity is shown by the forked lightning and midnight. The former shows their
belief in the holy version of genesis through division and sub-division, and the latter typifies them
as nocturnal. They may have resorted to agriculture as a stop-gap solution to the strain on resources
due to a new wave of immigration. The alternative to accepting the newcomers was warfare, and
this had been traditionally avoided.

This possibility is also in line with a tale in Popul Vuh, the Mayan history book with a macaw as the
world-creator. His identity as a canoe-man may be guessed from the verbal change of parrots into
pirates in the course of militarization. Pirates are sea-robbers, so parrots must have been merchant

26 Cartwright, M. Viracocha. Ancient History Encyclopedia, www.ancient.eu, 23 Feb 2014
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seamen. Their rainbow-colored feathers symbolized the arc of the covenant between mothers and
sages, which in turn recalled the ark on which they had left Africa.

Hence Seven Macaw ‘declared himself  to  be the bright  sign for
those who died in the flood.’27 His jewel-like teeth are ruined by
pellets  from hunters’ blowguns,  so  he  begs  passing  strangers  to
mend them. They promise to replace them with ground bone then
betray  his  trust  by  using  only  grains  of  maize.  In  effect  they
introduce farming and mono-culture as a compensation for harm
done and thereby do only more harm.

Social selection
The militarization of societies was widespread, as reflected in language. Weirs became wars, friends
fiends, Pan pain, concur conquer, djogeon shogun, töpfer (potter) tapfer (valiant), potters crackpots,
fruitful nutty, clever cleaver, nights knights, witches bitches, fairies furies, can-men con-men, song
sangue (blood), appealing appalling, fostering festering, cow-herd coward, horses hearses, rubies
rabies, houris whores, fishes vicious, lute loot, and beauty booty.

Likewise in the visual arts new wine was poured into old bottles. These
figures from Jaina/Jinn Island off the Yucatan peninsula are variations on
the  theme  presented  by  Botticelli  in  his  painting  of  Pallas  and  the
Centaur,  but  whereas  Botticelli  was  painting  in  the  heart  of  Tuscany
during a revival  of the old order  by merchants and investors like the
Medici (the medical astrologers), the maker of these figures from Jaina
Island was mocking the old order. The covenant between pretty young
mothers  and  elderly  sages  is  shown  as  a  fruitless  liaison  between  a
decrepit canoe-man with typically big round eyes and a hapless virgin,
who  should  rather  have  bestowed  her  favors  on  a  handsome  young
hooligan.

The  same  point  was  made  in  Europe  in  the  form of  ‘death  and  the
maiden’, here illustrated by Hans Baldung Grien (1480-1545), but there
was resistance to  the change.  For  instance the aborigines  in  Arnheim
Land in Australia could no longer rely on their neighbors not to attack,
but on the one hand a standing army depletes resources, and on the other
hand fresh warriors cannot be bred and trained within weeks if the worst
is coming to the worst, so they have to be bred years beforehand then
discarded  if  not  needed.  This  was  done in  the  form of  initiation.  At
puberty youths had to lie down on anthills in the midday sun, till enough
had died. Warfare too is selective:

27 Christenson. A.J. Popol Vuh: Sacred Book of the Quiché Maya People. Electronic version of original 2003 
publication. Mesoweb: www.mesoweb.com/publications/Christenson/PopolVuh, p. 78 
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On April 13, 1943, the Germans announced that they had discovered mass graves of
Polish officers in the Katyn forest near Smolensk, in western Russian S.F.S.R. A total of
4,443 corpses were recovered that had apparently been shot from behind and then piled
in stacks and buried. Investigators identified the corpses as the Polish officers who had
been interned at a Soviet prison camp near Smolensk and accused the Soviet authorities
of having executed the prisoners in May 1940. In response to these charges, the Soviet
government  claimed that  the  Poles  had been engaged in  construction  work  west  of
Smolensk in 1941 and the invading German army had killed them after overrunning that
area  in  August  1941.  But  both  German  and Red Cross  investigations  of  the  Katyn
corpses  then produced firm physical  evidence that  the massacre took place in early
1940, at a time when the area was still under Soviet control.28 

The military may not be the natural haven for sages, but officers should be brainier than most
soldiers, so the systematic elimination of ringleaders is social selection of the less brainy, and the
selection was no less intense in central America:

With scant archaeological evidence, it is hard to know how many Aztecs died under the
sacrificial knife. Many reputable scholars today put the number between 20,000 and
250,000 per year for the whole Aztec Empire.29

The numbers of casualties in the Battles of the Somme in World War I are deemed to have been
about 200,000 French, 420,000 British and 400,000-700,000 Germans, so during the four years of
war the rate of sacrifice was at least 250,000 per year.30 The less willing a soldier  is to leave his
fellows in the lurch, the more likely he is to die too, so the selection is not only of the less brainy
but also the less loyal.

An anomaly in this respect has been the Jewish population of northern Europe, the Ashkenazy.
Living as minorities in militarized states, they were forbidden to own land so were less often used
as soldiers to defend it. Within only 2,000 years, this has led to a clear difference between them and
their neighbors.

Jews  are  remarkably  over-represented  in  benchmarks  of  brainpower.  Though  never
exceeding 3 percent of the American population, Jews account for 37 percent of the
winners of the U.S. National Medal of Science, 25 percent of the American Nobel Prize
winners in literature, 40 percent of the American Nobel Prize winners in science and
economics, and so on. On the world stage, we find that 54 percent of the world chess
champions have had one or two Jewish parents … Their average IQ has been measured
at 108 to 115, one-half to one standard deviation above the mean. But statisticians have
long known that a moderate difference in the means of two distributions translates into a
large difference at the tails. In the simplest case, if we have two groups of the same size,
and the average of Group A exceeds the average of Group B by fifteen IQ points (one
standard  deviation),  then  among  people  with  an  IQ  of  115  or  higher  the  As  will
outnumber the Bs by a ratio of three to one, but among people with an IQ of 160 or
higher the As will outnumber the Bs by a ratio of forty-two to one. Even if Group A was
a  fraction  of  the  size  of  Group  B  to  begin  with,  it  would  contribute  a  substantial
proportion of the people who had the highest scores.31

28 Katyn massacre, 1940, Encyclopædia Britannica, 2016
29 Aztec culture: How many were killed as human sacrifices.? www.historyonthenet.com, 14 08 2014 
30 Battle of Somme, Wikipedia, 2016
31 Pinker, S. https://newrepublic.com/article/77727/groups-and-genes
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Whether this difference is due to evolution of devolution is open to question, since the normative IQ
of 100 is for modern Europeans, not for Europeans at the time of the diaspora, Given that social
selection of the less brainy has been exponentially increasing, a comparison of the Ashkenazy with
their  neighbors may rather be a comparison of now with then. Either way such a difference of
abilities between ethnic groups may easily become a political problem. At the lower extreme, the
less able may try to bend rules for the sake of coping and end up in jail,  whereas at the upper
extreme, the administration of society may end up in the hands of an ethnic minority. About 1/30 th

of the US population is gaining about 1/3rd of the accolades on the basis of a much smaller gap in
abilities than seems to have yawned between can-men and canoe-men on the one hand and modern
man on the other, so if some canoe-men settled down at trading-posts and became members of local
communities, they may have effortlessly filled the top tiers. This process of stratification can be
seen in the USA in general.

Rank Race
Median household income (2015

US$)

1 Asian 77,368
2 White 59,698

3 Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 55,607
4 Some other race 42,461

5 American Indian and Alaska Native 38,530
6 Black or African American 36,544

(Wikipedia: List of ethnic groups in the United States by household income)

It may be thought that Blacks suffer from social exclusion, but the author recalls having strolled
many years ago along a beach in Vancouver and chancing on a scrawled sign: ‘Dogs and Asians to
be kept on leashes.’ A similar distribution is to be found in US prisons, since Blacks make up 13.2%
of the US population and 37.8% of prisoners.32 Ethnic stratification is not specific to the USA, since
in the year 2001 the percentage of graduates among New Zealanders on the whole was 12% and
among Asian New Zealanders 23%.33

The explanation commonly offered by white majorities is that they
both  behave badly at  school,  Blacks  tend to  be inattentive  and
disruptive and Asians to be fanatically dedicated,  so canoe-men
had to be careful not to be written off as inhuman fanatics. Plato
presents one of them in the form of Socrates, whom sculptors later
showed as being like the can-man Bes in Egypt. Socrates’ ruse is
not  to  pontificate  but  to  ask  questions,  as  if  still  in  the  dark
himself, then to express bewilderment over the flawed answers, till
they  are  gradually  improved.  This  seems  to  have  worked  in

32  Wikipedia: Race and ethnicity in the United States, & Federal Bureau of Prisons, 2016
33 Census Asian People, 2001

mailto:pstanway@web.de
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska_Natives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska_Natives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Islands_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Islands_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Hawaiians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asian_American


pstanway@web.de Voyages of the Magi (5) 24

practice, since canoe-men were mostly revered. Here for instance is a pre-Columbian clay head
from Las Balsas about 30 miles from the Gulf of Mexico:

The tribes of new immigrants were not bearded, so the person here is of a different race. A pipe
through the left ear led to the mouth, to let a usurper present his views as those of a natural leader.

Then & now
Culture before and after the demise of can-men and canoe-men is shown by Matthias Grünewald
(1470-1528) in an altarpiece painted for medical monks in honor of medical monkeys. 

Between 1512 and 1516, the artists Niklaus of Hagenau (for the sculpted portion) and
Grünewald (for the painted panels) created this celebrated altarpiece for the Antonite
order’s monastic complex at Isenheim, a village about 15 miles south of Colmar. This
polyptych, which decorated the high altar of the monastery hospital’s chapel until the
French Revolution, was commissioned by Guy Guers, who served as the institution’s
preceptor  from  1490  to  1516.  Established  around  1300,  the  Isenheim  monastery
belonged to Saint Anthony’s order, which had been founded in the Dauphiné region of
France in the 11th century. The monks of the Antonite order ministered to victims of
Saint Anthony’s fire …34

(They) were noted for their care of plague sufferers as well as their treatment of skin
diseases, such as ergotism. The image of the crucified Christ is pitted with plague-type
sores, showing patients that Jesus understood and shared their afflictions.35

He may have shared them but did he understand them? The Star of Bethlehem can have been no star
in the common sense of the word, since stars rise daily and can be seen from all over the world so
are no guides to a certain place at a certain time. Moreover births were thought to be timed by the
rising of planets, not stars, so the Star of Bethlehem must have been a conjunction of fast planets,
none being faster than the moon as seen from the earth. This would have marked the longitude, and
the latitude would have been marked by an eclipse if the sun had been part of the conjunction. If the
region were only thinly populated, only one child may have been born at a feasible time on the
relevant day.

34 The Isenheim Altarpiece, www.  musee-unterlinden.com, 2016
35 Isenheim Altarpiece. Wikipedia, 2016
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The sun and moon were the two orbs favored by sages and mothers as being at or near the hub of
the system, but the sages favored the version of genesis not from the hub but the rim – or rather
from a spiral nebula symbolized by the outermost planet, so this too should have been part of the
conjunction.  After  all,  Jesus was meant  to be all  things to all  men and women. But planets in
conjunctions are sensed by our cells as being merely a single hybrid planet, so not only Jesus as a
whole but also some of his organs should have become hybrid too, and the outermost planet was
thought to regulate the skin. His chronic skin ailment was the theme offered to Grünewald by the
monks at Isenheim, since Jesus was a healer unable to heal himself.

This is only one of many signs of his not being bona fide. For instance the magi were nocturnal, so
their births were timed by the setting, not rising of planets, so Jesus was no genuine magus. On the
other hand, in pretending to be a magus, he leaves a record of how magi used to behave. In effect
the  gospels  are  a  case  history  of  a  transitional  figure  as  physically  unwell  as  the  society  he
represents, so they serve as a treatise on medical astrology and an account of social decline.  On
opening the panels, the viewer is faced by two scenes.
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On the left there is a consort of musicians led discretely from behind by an elderly monkey, and on
the right there is Jesus’s birth. On the left smoke is spiraling out of the pillars in honor of the holy
spirit, and on the right God is erupting from a volcano. As a sage the monkey is politically right
wing, whereas the angel in the foreground is left wing, as shown by her grip on the bow or axis. Her
viola  da gamba can hardly help smiling.  In front  of her is  a basin of water from the can-man
Aquarius,  but  on  the  right  only  a  small  chamber-pot.  Opening  the  panels  once  more  reveals
contrasting scenes in the wings.
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On the left two sages are in harmony with each other and an obliging raven bringing food, whereas
on the right God has intruded and is supervising terrorism. The difference between then and now
has been expressed by Wendell Berry:

To have good farming or  good land use  of  any kind,  you have got  to  have  limits.
Capitalism  doesn’t  acknowledge  limits.  That  is  why  we  have  supposedly  limitless
economic growth in a finite world.36

The critique of limitless immigration and ruination for the sake of growth is legitimate, but the magi
were themselves merchants, and when aborigines reached Australia in the wake of the Quinkan or
penguins,  they found the mega-fauna still  intact.37 It  is  hard to  avoid surmising that they were
genetically more able and responsible. Otherwise Berry has a point:

Technology often fails to solve underlying problems and merely perpetuates itself.  For instance
birth by caesarian section for babies with heads too big for the birth channel saves lives but thereby
leads to an increase in the number of babies with bigger heads, so the problem is merely postponed
and exacerbated.38 In Austria in the course of 50 years, the share of problematic babies has risen
from 30% to 36%, owing to the replacement of natural selection with medical selection, but the
former, unlike the latter, is free and wastes no resources. Problems are not viewed in context. These
figures also imply that more than a quarter of mothers in the stone age may have died with unborn
children in trying to give birth for the first time. If so, a surplus of men over women would have
arisen naturally and polyandry been a way to reintegrate widowers into society.

Alfred  North  Whitehead  (1861-1947)  defined  the  change  as  being  one  from  an  age  of  faith
anchored in reason to one of reason anchored in faith. We are penny-wise and pound-foolish and
may never be able to repay our overdraft.

36 Berry, Wendell. Nature as an ally (an interview). Our World, 07 May 2012
37 Bednarick, R.G. Megafauna depictions in Australian rock art, Rock Art Research, Volume 30, Number 2, 2013, pp. 

197-215. 
38 Briggs, H. Caesarian births affecting human evolution. Science and environment, BBC News, 07 Dec 2016
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Bundled reeds may bear a sailor
far upon an ocean gyre,
while a less courageous neighbor
bears the sun’s oppressive fire.

Overhead the spangled banner
of the night spins round and round,
till the gulls renew their clamor
and the air has waves of sound.

Under waves of moonlit water
penguins head for solid land,
dodging seal- and whale-marauders
till a haven is at hand.

Where the Southern Cross is gleaming
and the planets rise and set,
lantern fish are calmly teeming
deep beyond the fisher’s net.

From Cape York to Lanzarote,
from the Isle of Flowers to Tyre,
merchants bring the ordered quota
of the wares their friends desire,

while a lens of polished crystal
in a cane brings planets near,
and the albatrosses listen
to the seaborne chanticleer.

Details of the magi’s science of astrology may be found at www.curafree.fr, my latest report being
The Effects of Solar Activity on Parisians (2).
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